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Applicants' Japanese representative has provided the 
appended comments regarding the relevance of Documents AL- 
AN, Comments are also provided for Japanese Patent 
Application Laid-Open No. 10-45006, a copy of which was 
provided with the Information Disclosure Statement of 
September 14, 2001. 
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Japanese Patent No. 2935950 

A resin material is filled in between a coupling 
portion of an inner shaft and a coupling portion of an outer 
shaft by being injected. A sliding resin member is filled in 
between an open end portion of the outer shaft and a fitting 
end of the inner shaft by being injected from the open end. 

The resin members are fixed to the inner shaft. 

Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 64-5297 5 
A fitting portion of an inner shaft has partially 
small -diametered portions to be easily bent. 

Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 10-45006 
This is an improvement of the above-mentioned Japanese 

Patent No. 2935950. 

An inner shaft has a shaft portion and an outer splined 
portion. A latch portion 5 is formed on either of the shaft 
portion or the outer splined portion. 

A resin member is filled in between portions on an open 
end portion of the outer shaft and the latch portion of the 

inner shaft . 

The resin member is fixed to the inner shaft. 



